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*** PRESS RELEASE *** 

ATTORNEYS FILE HABEAS PETITION AND URGENT MOTION TO DEMAND 
RELEASE OF BAY AREA FATHER  

Hearing Set For December 21, 2018 at 11AM 

  

San Francisco, CA— Attorneys with the Deportation Defense and Legal Advocacy Program of Dolores              

Street Community Services (“Dolores Street”) announced the filing of a temporary restraining order in the               

habeas corpus petition of Raul Lopez Reyes, to request his immediate release from detention. The federal                

magistrate judge has set a hearing on Raul’s urgent request for December 21, 2018 at 11:00 AM at 450                   

Golden Gate Ave, Courtroom C, 15th Floor. 

 

Dolores Street has been working closely on this case with the California Immigrant Youth Justice               

Alliance (CIYJA), the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity (IM4HI), and the Contra Costa             

Immigrant Rights Alliance (CCIRA), organizations that have brought Raul’s case to the attention of the               

public and highlighted the impact of the immigration detention system on our communities. 

  

This year, ICE shocked the conscience of the nation by streamlining the separation of thousands of                

children and families at the border until a federal district court put a stop to it. Less national attention was                    

given to the children already in the country, including many U.S. citizens, who continue to be separated                 

by their parents through ICE’s unchecked immigration detention system. This holiday season, at a time               

when many of us are coming together to spend time with our families and love ones, there are families                   

like Raul's family that remain separated by a cruel and unjust immigration system. 

 

Raul, who has lived in the country for nearly three decades, has been separated from his family since                  

March 22, 2017. This June, his brave U.S. citizen daughter protested this injustice by celebrating her                

quinceñeara outside a local detention facility in Richmond, CA. Instead of releasing Raul, less than two                

weeks later, ICE transferred him thousands of miles away to Colorado, away from his family, and in                 

tension with ICE’s own policies. Such transfers routinely occur with no public transparency. Since that               

time, ICE has continued to refuse to return Raul and has also denied his request for a bond hearing,                   

despite the fact that his case – which has already lasted over a decade – has recently been remanded from                    

the Ninth Circuit and could continue to drag on for years.  

 



“This case exemplifies why the Constitution provides the right to habeas corpus to challenge unlawful               

government detention in court. Raul has been separated from his family for close to two years,” said                 

Daniel Werner, one of Raul’s attorneys at Dolores Street. “This separation of families has persisted for far                 

too long in our country. The government cannot simply lock people up in violation of their rights or move                   

them away from their families and communities in an apparent retaliation for political activism. That’s               

why we’re going to court.” 

 

For more information on how to support Raul visit the #FreeRaul facebook page: https://bit.ly/2LgaLvz              

and check out this video, produced by CIYJA, highlighting Raul’s case: https://bit.ly/2QI9AtQ 
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